
                             

 
  

 

 

 

        

Greetings everyone from your President! 

Whooping Cranes 

 
The lead article in The Weekly Reader was about the Ivory-billed Woodpecker and its probable extinction.  The 

article also mentioned the Whooping Crane and how efforts were underway to save it from becoming extinct.  

Mrs. Thompson, my third grade teacher in Kerens, Texas, must have been a birder because I learned a lot 

about birds in the spring of 1948.   

Over the past years during my fishing excursions to the Rockport area, I have observed Whooping Cranes 

feeding as I wade fished along the shoreline of St. Jose Island.  These magnificent birds have made a slow 

recovery from a low of 15 birds found wintering in Texas in 1941.  Today, in North America, the current 

estimate of birds in the wild is just under 400.  Twice a year they complete a 2,400 mile migration from their 

nesting grounds in Wood Buffalo National Park in the Northwest Territories of Canada to their winter home at 

the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and nearby marshes.  Recently though, several groups of Whooping 

Cranes expanded their wintering area to include other coastal areas and some inland sites in Central Texas 

(Granger Lake).  The Whoopers follow a migratory path through Central Texas and often use area wetlands for 

roosting and agricultural fields for feeding.    

In 2001 young Whooping Cranes bred in captivity were reintroduced in the wild in two flocks in the eastern 

U.S.   In addition to the Whooping Cranes that winter in Texas, other populations of whooping cranes exist in 

Wisconsin, Florida and Louisiana.  At the end of 2012 there were approximately 150 birds in reintroduced 

populations and another 150 birds held in captivity. I recommend the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge website 

(www.fws.gov/refuge/aransas) for updates on whooping cranes from now until April 2014 

I look forward to seeing you at the TLAS meeting on December 10 at 7:00 pm.  We will be organizing the CBC 

that is scheduled for December 14. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

10 Dec – Preparation for Christmas Bird Count (CBC), including identification tips for difficult species. 

14 Jan – Becky Peak, Fort Hood Biologist, will give a presentation on the Final Report of the Mist-netting 

Project in Mexico. She gave initital presentation on this interesting project back in November, 20111. 

11 Feb – Birding in northern Central America and Guatemala, presented by Randy Pinkston 

11 Mar – NO Meeting 

08 Apr - TBD 

13 May - Picture Show and Tell, Everyone bring pictures to share! 
 

FIELD TRIPS 

14 Dec – Christmas Bird Count!!!  

17-19 Jan 2013 – Field trip to the Lower Rio Grande River Valley. We will meet late afternoon of the 17
th

 and 

drive to Brownsville to see parrots of several species, and in good numbers, coming into a municipal park to 

roost for the night. The next day will be dedicated to hitting state and national parks in the area, and conclude 

with Laguna Seca on the last morning, prior to driving home. 

Feb – Berry Springs Park in Williamson County 

Mar – TBD, up to members to decide 

26 Apr – Warbler Woods 

May – Bald Eagle nest on the Lampasas River on private ranch near Maxdale. Details forthcoming and will be 

based on nest status/timing 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted, the contact for programs and field trips is Gil Eckrich; Cell: 254-534-0061,                               

Email is: gil.eckrich@att.net 

mailto:gil.eckrich@att.net


 Snack and Drink Sign-up 

DATE SNACK SNACK DRINKS & ICE PAPER GOODS 
Cups,napkins,plates 

10 Dec EVERYONE BRING SOMETHING 

14 Jan Golda Roberts Ronnie Collins Liz Cowan Tom R. 

11 Feb Kathy Elaine Horton Marilyn Miller Elaine Horton 

MARCH NO MEETING 

8 Apr Sabrina NEEDED Marilyn Miller NEEDED 

13 May EVERYONE BRING SOMETHING 

 
 

BIRDS SEEN AND HEARD 

The participants of the November Field Trip to Mitchell Lake not only had great weather, but lots of birds. The 

‘best’ bird was likely a Red-shouldered Hawk that allowed for extended, and fairly close observation; but, then 

took off, to swoop down on a snake which it then carried away. Perhaps the funniest incident was the view of 3 

Purple Martins at a Martin House; until, someone finally noticed the birds were not moving at all – a likely 

action of plastic birds… 

 

KEEP YOUR HUMMINGBIRD FEEDERS UP! This adult female Rufous Hummingbird has been at Gil’s 

feeder since 25 November, and Terry Lairmore (who gave talk on hummingbird photography) has reported 4 

wintering hummers at his house. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gil found this first winter plumaged Thayer’s Gull on the south 

shore of Lake Belton, just west of BLORA. Appears to be firwst 

sighting of this species in our area. 
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ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER 

All members will receive THE CHIRP 

electronically instead of in printed form. If a 

member does not have access to a computer, 

please contact Cathy Cantu @254-541-3689 

and we will gladly send you a printed copy. 

As each issue goes to press, you will receive 

an email with a PDF of the new issue 

attached. The PDF is also available at our 

website: www.twinlakesaudubon.org  

Meetings 
7:00 p.m., second Tuesday of the month in Room 117, 

York Science Center, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, 

Belton (No meetings March, June, July or August). 
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